The meaning of Baptism
Even before a word is on my
tongue, O Lord, you know it
completely… For it was you
who formed my inwards
parts; you knit me together in
my mother’s womb.

Infant Baptism and
Christening
A Guide for Parents

Psalm 139:4,13

Baptism has a range of special meanings but
for most parents it is a way of:
•

child
•

Acknowledging God’s love for your
child

•

Publicly declaring your love for your
child

•

Baptism for your child

Saying thank you to God for your

Showing your intention to bring up
your child in the Christian faith

For the Church baptism is special too. For us

If you have picked up this leaflet then you

it is a sign of welcome – the way in which

might already have started to think about

we can celebrate that a new young life has

having your child baptized (or christened –

joined God’s family. Most of all baptism

it means the same thing). As a parent you

reminds us that Jesus Christ has lived, died

will want the best for your child and as a

and risen again for everyone so that no

church we would be delighted and

matter how young or old we are we can

privileged to help you think about what

always begin again in new life.

baptism might mean for you and your
family.

Taking things further

Baptism is simply a way of declaring that

Our minister would be very happy to talk

God loves each of us. At the beginning of a

with you further about what it means to

new life such love takes on a special

have your child baptized. His details are on

meaning. When a child is baptized we are

the back of this leaflet. Making an

showing that God will continue to love this

appointment will not commit you to

child unconditionally all through its life.

anything!

Arranging a baptism is very simple:
•

The minister will talk with you about
the meaning of baptism and if you
then decide to proceed he will fix a
date with you for the baptism to
take place

•

Muswell Hill Methodist Church
We are part of the Methodist Church of
Great Britain which is the largest “free
church” denomination in the UK. There
has been a Methodist Church in Muswell
Hill since 1891.

You will be given a copy of the
words that we use in the baptism
service. The minister will then
arrange to meet with you a few days
beforehand and go through the

Our main service is held on Sunday at
10.30 am. At 6 pm we hold a shorter act
of evening prayer.

details of the service with you.

Some points to note
•

•

of traditional hymns and more

Baptisms nearly always take place

contemporary worship songs. On the

during a Sunday morning service.

first Sunday of each month we share

This is at 10.30 am and lasts for

Holy Communion. We also have regular

about an hour.

All Age Worship. We have a Young

A baptism is free! (Although you will
be invited to make a free will
offering as part of the service)

•

During our main service we sing a mix

You will be given a certificate and a
candle for your child to remind you

Church which provides activities for
children. Young Church join the
congregation for the first part of the
service and then leave for their own
activities.

Parents and godparents are invited
to make promises as a response to
God’s love for your child.

28 Pages Lane,
Muswell Hill,
London N10 1PP
Church office: 020 8365 2466

of the special day.
•

Muswell Hill Methodist Church

information about us.

Minister: Rev Andrew Dart
Phone: 020 8883 2350
andrew.dart@methodist.org.uk

www.mhmc.org.uk

www.mhmc.org.uk

Please see our website for more

