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1. Introduction

As part of the Heritage weekend which takes place at North BanK and89' September
2007, at a time when the latest refghment of this wonderful building comes to a
completion, we have decided to produce a book which brings together historical information
about North Bank and the church at Muswell Hill. We also wanted to include a number of
other fascinating features whichaders might find interesting; these include, amongst other
items, historical census data and maps from many years ago.

2007 also celebrates the™7&nniversary of use of North Bafibkr Methodist purposes.
However, there i6,o0ae weltHd a6, 6whankhglly, one

The 6éwarningé is that the book has been pull ec
number of documents, recognised in the Acknowledgements. The quantity of documents and
photographs availablhas been numerous and variable, and | have had to be fairly selective in

what to include and what to exclude. Whilst | have tried to remain faithful to the correct dates

and events over the years, it is possible that mistakes have crept in. | hopedHeseand |

al so hope that they dondét diminish your enjoym

The 6opportunityé is that we intend to produc:
mistakes and also to augment information contained herein. Your contributions arehi
will be gratefully received and | will be extremely pleased to hear from you.

Whilst the final section of the book provides an acknowledgement of sources used in the

production of the book, special thanks must go to the following without whosebcion

the publication would never have taken place:

e Gill Simpson, for her wealth of wonderful documents and photographs and for her
unstinting enthusiasm regarding the heritage we enjoy at North Bank;

¢ Elaine Abson, for those extra fascinating snippets pieces of background, as well as of
course spotting that the O6Guile of Workerso
candt s p ot thanks forhgrisuppomn ig the production of this book;

e Pat and Norman Argent for the ministerial pigriaphs (faithfully rescued from imminent
oblivion during the demolition of the old church) and for input into recent church events
(thank goodness someone keeps back copies of Wellspring!)

e David Bedford, Colin Glew, John Abson and David Restarick forrthaluable
contributions relating to more recent activities within the church.

So, on behalf of the Heritage Weekend Committee, who endorsed the production of this book,
I hope you enjoy what you find within and | hope that reading this book enriches you
experience of this wonderful part of Muswell Hill and London.

Jon Simms (September, 2007)
(email : jon.simms@tiscali.co.uk)
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2. Muswell Hill Methodist Church
A History of Muswell Hill Methodist Church from 1891 to 2007

Early Beginnings

Methodismat Muswell Hill began as an organised society in a Norwegian Chalet somewhere
near the bottom oGrove Avenue. It is quite possible, howevan fact, highly probable
that, prior to this, Methodist folk in this district met in one another's homes.

Rev Walter H Armstrong (an ePresident ofthe Methodist Coierence) remembered

conducting a service, as a local preacher, in the drawing room of a house in Muswell Hill.

This was the home of George Smith who lived at Essex Lodge in Colney Hatch Lane, known

as Alatama, occupied by Mr and Mrs Proctor and forming parthef North Bank Estate.

George Smith and his family were Baptists, and this hous® used for neoonformist

services prior to any Neconformist Church existing in Muswell Hill. It is very probalhat

Met hodi st services were al lemown bBseTbteknhantWodli | | i am
House. Later on, this became the Muswell Hill Golf Club House, which unfortunately was
demolished many years ago.

The Norwegian Chalet was partthe Alexandra Pat& Exhibtion, and under an agreement

dated April 9" 1891, the Methdist Trustees acquired the usetohe premi ses o6for r
puposes onl y & offthatyear, dvi payraent afmonthly rental oll/- to cover all

rates, taxes and chargeshel work continued there very happily and W J Message
remembered attending the Norwegian Chalet about in 1891 or 1892, after spending three or

four years as a Choir boy and Sundawygatighc hool sc
numbered thirty or fdy. Local preachers usually conducted Divine Worship, but the Rev J

Leonard Posnett, a supernumerary minister, who had a reputation for very long sermons,
occasionally was the preacher. Mrs Shutes and others also attended at the Norwegian Chalet

and cledly remembered the Sunday School outings in the Palace grounds.

At that time, there were no houses in Alexandra Park Road, which was a country lane. Later,
it was thought that the TrusteesAléxandra Palace would give the Methodists a site near the
Chale, especially as William Russell was a baliliff for the Alexandra Palace properties. He
came from Middle Lane Church, but about this time he was aawtise worker at Muswell

Hill, being a Society Steward and Sunday School Superintendent.

However, no 48 was made available, and EN Gill sold the thenhfsiek site at the top of
Alexandra Park Road to the Wesleyans, for about £400, in 1898.

The Building of a New Church

A Trusteesd Meet i nYl18aBasHollyPdrkdTheRev UAidretkgidedy 3 1

and others present were Messrs. T Boney, J Bronsdon, T H Evans, E N Gill, G W Munt, J H

Read, G McArthur Scales and J E Seaton. A Resolution was passed that a church be built at
Muswell Hill, of brick, with stone dressings, to accommodate nottless 700, with chancel,

organ chamber, Ministero6s vestry, church parlo
at least, with classrooms, kitchen etc. This was the first step towards the first proper
Methodist church buildings in Muswell Hill.
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OnJuly 7", 1898, the following advertisement appeared in the Methodist Recorder:

New Wesleyan Church, Muswell Hill, N. Highgate Circuit.
THE MEMORIAL STONELAYING CEREMONY

will take place on Wednesday, July 13, 1898, at 3 p.m.
Twentyfive ladies and gentleem will lay stones. A short Address will be given by
Rev. J. SCOTT UDGETT, M.A.

Luncheon at 2 p.m. Tickets 2/6 each. Tea at 5.30.

A PUBLIC MEETING IN MARQUEE at 7 p.m. Chairman: George Johnston Scales, Esq. Supparted by
Revs. C. J. Parker, M.A. (Vicar &flerkenwell), W. D. Walters, T. Evans, the Circuit Ministers, with

Messrs. F. C. Champion, B.A., R. Carr, G. W. Munt, T. W. J. Sargant, T. G. Johnson,R. W. Ca
Read, S. Hardy, E. Crawshaw, C. Goodman,
J. Wilson, W. J. Scales, G. M. Scales and ather

rr, J. W.
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On July 2%, 1898, this extract appeared in the Methodist Recorder:

NEW WESLEYAN CHURCH AT MUSWELL HILL

Methodism in this beautiful Northern suburb of London is making rapid preghesl891, owing ta
the financial failureof the Alexandra Palace, part of the estate was let for building purposes. C
the rustic buildings in the grounds, known as the Norwegian House, was secured by a

Methodist at a nominal rental. The buitd would seat 150 persons and had a spacious vestry
building was opened for worship by the Rev. Robert Culley, and Methodism with this shelter hg
strong root, and such has been the success of the infant cause that last Wednesday afternoah
Stones of the handsome permanent Church were laid. The architect is Mr. Josiah Gunton, of th
Gordon; Lowther and Gunton, who has also designed the two new Churches in the Claptori ©irg
which he is one of the Circuit Stewardthe ungue Church lately opened at Chelmsford, and m
other Methdlist buildings in London and the provinces. Mr. Gunton is a layesgntative to the Hul

ne of
Homsey
The

1S taken
Memo

e firm of
uit

any

cott

Conference. Stones were laid on Wednednaywentyfive ladies and gentlemen, the Rev. J. S

Scales, one of the leading Methodists of the vigorous Highgate Circuit, in which the new Church is

situated, presided over darge and enthusiastic public meeting.

Lidget, M.A. giving an address. Tea was served in a marquee, and in the evening Mr. G. Jthston
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Fortunately, ndicenses were needed in those days, neither was there any ban on private
enterprise. Builders, Messrs. Castle & SonGépton, pressed on with the work, and on
Wednesday, April 12 1899 the Opening Ceremony took place. In the afternibenRev

Hugh Price Hughes, Presidentthé Coffierence, preached. This was followed by tea, and at
the Evening Meeting, Robert W Perks was in the Chair, the speakers being the Rev C H
Kelly, W D Watkins and others.

So the work ofMethodism was started iits beautiful new home, though one must bear in
mind there was nohancel, neither was there a towethe Church, and only a small organ in
the South Transept, as the Trustees at that time coulseratheir way tepend morehan
£200 on this instrunme.

Other Premises

The Order of Morning Prayer, which became an honoured tradition at Muswell Hill,
antedated the building, farn t he Tr ust e e $"@prilMBI9,utte dolloBingo k o f

6

resolution appears: iThat conduetedNhothre pastnagpdtiteer vi c e

Evening Service be continued as before. o

It is interesting tanotethat on June ™ 1900, Mr and Mrs R L Howe (parents of our current
memberi as these wals are written in 200¥ Marjory Howe, the youngest child of Mr and
Mrs R L Howe) were the first couple be married in the Churctby the Rev J L Posnett

The original scheme for the Church included the buildingSofday School premises to
accommodate 406hildren at least, with Classrooms, Kitchen, etc, but this wesk not
started until February"81904. The builders were Messrs Joseph Dorey & CBraitford.

Prior tothe Congregational Church in Tetherdown being built, there was an iron building in
Tetherdown, opposite Pages Lane, used as a Union Churchth&ft€ongregationalists had
opened their premises, the Wesleyans acquired this Iron Hall, on Febrliat9®5 and put

it up next tothe Methodist Church fause as Sunday School premises. This temporary Hall
appears tthave been a gift by a Mr Hugheshéh the Sunday School premises were opened,
the Iron Hall was removed t®embroke Road and was still in use for many years in
connection with Wesley Hall work.

Coldfall Branch Sunday School
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The Stondaying of the Sunday School premisésok place on April 28 1904, and the
following account appeared in the Methodist Recorder:

Five years ago, when the present chapel was built, Muswell Hill was a picturesque suburb with ja small
population. The rapid growth of the neighbourhood, howedring this period- the inhabitants now
numbeing over 20,000 has rendered the completion of the Church, and the building of adequate

school premises, an absolute necessity; and on Thursday last, the congregation with friends fram other
parts of the kjhgate Circuit, met to lay foundation stones of the new schools and vestries.

Stones were laid by Mrs. W. H. Boney, wife of the architect, £25; Mrs. Joseph Dixon (for Mr.|James
Dunn) £25; Mr. Arthur Boney, Circuit Steward, £50; and Mr. Russell for thed&u School. Mrs
Ernest D. Green, wife of the resident Minister, laid a stone on behalf of the ladies of the congregation,
who, to the number of twentyo, presented purses realising £117 18s. 6d. This was followed by the

laying of bricks by the young pgle, and £51 10s. 0d. was contributed. Handsomely bound volumes of

Methodist publications, gifts from the Trustees, were presented to thelayens by the Revs. Joseph
Dixon, G. T. Dixon, J. L. Posnett, F. Woodmass and E. D. Green. The music wasbhdreindered
by the Church choir under the able direction of Mr. A. B. Hodge. An address from the Rev. |[Joseph
Dixon completed the afternoon Service, and the company adjourned to tea and an organ recital by Mr.
George Swidenbank, who had recently been aypediorganist.

The evening meeting was presided over by the Senior Steward, Mr. T. H. Morton, in the unayoidable
absence of Mr. J. B. Ingle ofBlackheath. The Secretary, Mr. H. Barriball, in presenting the financial
statement, said that the total cost bétscheme was £6,500. Allowing for debt and grants from the
M.C.B.F. and Century Fund, we needed £4,250. Towards this sum, £2,000 was already promised
almost entirely from the Muswell HBociety. Addresses were delivered by Mr. Ford, Society Steyard,
who showed the almost phenomenal growth of the Church during the past five years, by Mr.| Arthur
Boney, and the Revs. Joseph F. B. Cowl and F. Woodmass. The Rev. E. D. Green appealed fpr further
help and, stimulated by an offer of£25 from Mr. Norman Sargadtaasimilar sum from Mr. A. B|.
Hodge, the Meeting rose to enthusiasm and promises in varying amounts were announced until the
total for the day reached the gratifying sum of £550, leaving £1,700 to be raised to fulfill the condition
of the General Chapeld@nmittee.

The Trustees, at their Meeting in June 1904, confirmed the recomtizendfthe Building
Commi ttee Athat the Tower should be proceeded
work by October next. o

After an interval of six months, not onlyere the new Sunday School premises completed,
but the Chancel and Tower had been added to the Church, and on Wednesday, OBtober 12
1904, the Opening Ceremony took place. Rev Marshall HartleyPresident of the
Conference, preached at the Afteon Sevice. Mrs Alfred H Carr performed the Opening
Ceremony (for presumably the Sunday School premises). Tea followed and in the evening, a
Public Meeting was held in the new School Room, W Davis Green, MP presiding, with Rev
Marshall Hartley and Circuit Minters as speakers. So the Church and School premises were
completed, and the total cost, including furnishing, was, in those days, only £12,730.

A very generous offer was made by the Choirmaster, Mr A B Hodge, in the early part of
1911, soon after the adidin of the new organ. He grosed that the whole of the Chancel
should be oak panelled to match the oak panelling of the Organ, and he offered to pay the
whole cost. This generous gesture of Mr Hodge was gladly accepted by the Trustees, who
sanctioned th work to be done. This made a most beautiful and dignified addition to the
Sanctuary.

Stained Glass Windows

Muswell Hill Methodist Church rightly has always been proud of its stained glass windows,
and the first to be put in was the large East Windowhe Chancel, in memory of Rev J
Leonard Posnett and Mr E N Gill, who were great frieimdghe early years of the Church.
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This was dedicated on Saturday, May'2915. The Service was conducted by Rev Frederick
Green and the address was given by Rev Bdff@ass, while the unveiling was performed by

Mrs E N Gill. The dedicatory prayer was offered by Rev W Russell Maltby, and the window
was received on behalf of the Trustees by the resident Minister, Rev J C Adlard. The window,
the design and execution of iwh were the work of Mr H Salisbury of St Albans, depicted

the ascension of Christ, with St John and St Peter below, their eyes cast upward, enthralled by
this majestic scene. Across the Window were the words, as though being spoken by Our Lord,

~

i Becaluiswee,| ye shall |l i ve al so. o0

When Mrs Chester died in 1927, a stained glass was suggested as a fitting memorial to her
gracious influence. Graduall vy, however, t her e
and purpose. Many friends were consulted @néngth the plan emerged to adorn the church

with some splendid windows of unique design. Years later, in 1B8G;Hurch was enriched

by additionalstained glass windows in the Chancel and South Transept, gifts of Guy Chester.

Oneof the 8 small side windows along the side of the church

Those in the South Transept were unveiled and dedicated on Palm Sunday, 1950, in the
presence of the Mayor of Hornsey and other members of the Colimejl.depict a number

of wartime scenes of seue, first aid, etc, illustrating how evewil can be turned into
opportunities for doing good. In 1952, the Chancel windows (one depicting Bach, and the
other Handel) were unveiled to commemorate the late George Swidenbank who was the
greatly beloved aanist and chomaster from 1903 to 1947. Incidentally, these beautiful
windows are described in Arthur Mee's book on Middlesex in the Queen's England series of
County Guide Books.

The Great War and Afterwards

During the period of the 191#918 War, Moning Services were magnificently attended, the
Church being almost full, and the evening g@gations were also good. A large humber of
men went from the church to serve in the forces; unfortunately many of them never returned.
Two Portland Stone plaquesrely found in Methodist Churches, and currently placed in the
Narthex of the Pages Lane church, were commissioned by a few members of the
congregation. In the original church, the plaques were positioned in oak paneling at the back
of the Church and ga the names of all who served in both World Wars. The original plague
was dedicated at a special Service on Sunday morning, Jdl920, conducted by a former
minister, Rev JC Adlard.
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IN REMEMBRANCE

19141918
BRENTON, THOMAS R
COOPER, RONALD
CUTHBERT, ¥DNEY
FORD, RUFUS
GADSDEN, WILLIAM D
HODGE, LIONEL R
HUXHAM, FRANK
HYDE, EWART H

IN REMEMBRANCE

19391945
AUGUST, DOUGLAS C
AYTON, PHILIIP A
BLIGH, PETER J
CLAPHAM, ARTHUR G R
DOWNER, ALAN R
HUBBARD, ROBERT A W
LEECH ROSS C
PITT, DONALD

JACKSON, CECIL T
JENKIN, PERCY S
JOLLY, ERNEST R
NEWLAND, EDWARD A
OLIVER, JOHN B
PHILLIPS, FRANK
POWELL, SYDNEY L
SHAW, WILLIAM D
SWANNELL, RALPH

Names on War memorial Plaques

Few churches can carry on without occasional financial efforts, and in the month of
November, 920, £1,114 was raised at a bazaar held in the Lecture Hall. This was to provide
for the redecoration of the Church and general repairs and renovation of the Buildings.
Another bazaar was held in 1923, to provide for the electric lighting of the churdend
cost of renovating the organ. The organ was furthemadelled in 1934, when the
communion table and chancel were made more dignified by the gift of hangings and carpets.

Interior of Colney Hatch Lane Church

The union of the three Methodist Chhes took place in 1932, when Muswell Hill Methodist
Church became part of the great united Methodist Church. It was some time after this that the
then new Hymn Book was ready, and the Trustees authorised the use of the new Hymn Book
in the Church in Septaber, 1933.

A Dutch Fair was organised on a large scale in March 1933, when over £1,000 was raised to
wipe out the deficit on the church and Trust Account.
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Further Adornments

Further artistic additions were made to the Sanctuary by the installationr@ftamed glass
windows. After four years of preparation, with numerous committees at the house of Guy
Chester and the most painstaking care on the part of the artists, Miss A N Yoxall and Miss E
M Whitford, of Birmingham, the eight small windows and ke West Window were fitted

with stained glass; the windows were donated to the church by Guy Chester. The four
wi ndows on the North side (of the original
those who have upheld the Christian Faith in thet,pivhile those on the South side portrayed

the growth of Sunday School work and training for service. The subject of the West Window
was Christ the inspiration of genius, and shows Pasteur, the French scientist, Raphael, the
Italian artist, Beethoven, ¢hGerman composer, and Shakespeare, the English poet, with
Christ as the central figure. Almost all these windows were removed from the original church
and are now part of the current church in Pages Lane. The Dedication and Unveiling
Ceremony took placenoMarch &' 1937, when a large congregation assembled for a special
service in the afternoon, followed by tea and an evening gathering. An illustrated booklet,
entitled 6Beauty in the Sanctuaryod, gisvi ng
provided in a separate chapter of this publication).

The North Transept Window, in memory of Mr G N Withers, was given and unveiled by his
widow, on Sunday morning, Decembé? #938. This was the work of Vernon Spreadbury,

FRSA, FIBD. In the two cere lights are figures of Jesus depicting Truth and Righteousness.
On the left is the figure of David; he is shown playing the harp, with the words below the

figure, Al wi |l |l si ng aHamddight, pedice iF represehtedrby the 0o
prop h et |l sai ah. Below the figure is the pro
name shall be called the Prince of Peace.

depicts the Morning of Life.
Coping with War

This brings us to the year 1939, evh on the first Sunday in September, the then new
Minister, Rev John Crowlesmith, occupied the pulpit, and great consternation occurred
among the congregation on hearing the first air raid warning. This proved a false alarm. The
following years brought mgy air raids, with the result that large numbers of children were
evacuated from London and many of our families also left the district. Nevertheless, the
church carried on, not only with its Sunday Services but with many of thevesl
activities. No Chtch could have been better served in loyalty and devotion than by John
Crowlesmith, while his wife gave him evesypport. We are thankful that very little serious
damage was done to the Church, School Building or to North Bank during the war period,
thoudh certain blast damage to the church and the roof of the hall still had to be dealt with
after the war.

The War Memorial, or Hall of Remembrance, which took the form of argament to the
Vestibule, was dedicated on Sunday morning, Octdbanas, ad the Stone Plagues, con
taining the names of those who fell in the 19P48 War and the 193B45 War, were
unveiled by His Worship the Mayor of Hornsey. While this short history of the church has
dealt mostly with the building itself, the real life @fery church is in the people which it-en
deavours to serve. Muswell Hill has been greatly blessed by the ministers not only resident at
Muswell Hill, but also in the Highgate Circuit. Furthermore, there has been a wealth of able
and gifted laymen, who havhelped to maintain the work at a high standard of spiritual life.
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Membership and Circuit Assessment

The membership and circuit assessment has changed through the years. Here are a few
illustrative figures:

Year Membership Year Circuit
Assessment
1903 154 Toos | £ava
1913 301 1916 | £500
1925 379 1949 £1,080
1934 435 1978 £6,240
1981 £7,300
1937 468 1982 | £9.500
1940 412 1984 £11,132
1949 400 1989 £18,500
1990 £23,820
1964 406 1991 £30,200
1965 416 1998 | £34,500
1966 417 1999 £35,300
1967 437 2001 £39,000
2002 £40,400
1987 244 2004 | £43,050

T

e

Interior of Colney Hatch Lane Church

Post War Era

The years 1945 1951 are well remembered for timainistry of the Rev Dr A Stanley

Leyland. He and his wife were responsible for the establishmenfdf @ ur i shi ng Wo men
Club, the Young Wivesd Club and a Twenty Pl us
School . It was wunder Rev Leylandds pastorate
opportunities offered by the then new scheme of exchahgdnisters with the Methodist

Church of America. During this time many distinguished representatives, not only of
Methodism, but of other denominations from overseas, occupied the pulpit.
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In 1951, the Rev Leyland left Muswell Hill for Barnet and wasceeded by the Rev Fred W

J Cottrell, a former missionary in China, and RAF chaplain. Although carrying the added
responsibility of the Superintendency of the Highgate Circuit, he entered actively, as did Mrs
Cottrell, into the life and work of the churand always found time for individuals in trouble

of any kind. Both had to contend with illness during their time at Muswell Hill, and it was
reasons of health that compelled them, reluctantly and to the regret of all who knew them, to
accept an invitatioto Torquay in 1955.

Rev Cottrell was followed by Rev W Fletcher Fleet. He and his wife were described as
extremely zealous for the welfare of the Church and its members and they also undertook
successful ministerial tréefpseshbhedmandcraei neit go

During the 1950s, several other Ministers shared in the fellowship at Muswell Hill, including

¢ Rev R Wilfred Pile, who had recently returned from Ceylon before his visit and at the
time was one of the General Secretaries at the Mission House;

¢ Rev Christopher Hughes Smith who was then serving on the mission field, later returned
to Muswell Hill in the 1990s as General Secretary of the Methodist Department of
Education and Youth, having sed as President of the Conference prior to this;

¢ Rev Rev Herbert J Goodman, who having retired fromtiioé service, was often able to
conduct Sunday worship and assist at the celebration of Holy Communion;

e Rev Bryan H Reed, the then General Secretatfie®Methodist Youth Department, who
during the 1980s became resident at the Meadow;

¢ Rev Reginald C Bedford, also of the Methodist Youth Depant, and whose son, local
preacher David Bedford is currently a member of Muswell Hill Methodist Church;
Davidds marriage to Norma was one of the |l ast w

Sunday School

F W McPherson, who had given generously of his time and substance as Sunday School
Superintendent since 1947, left the district in 1950. The Sunday Scheabie to maintain

its high tradiions despite continual staffing problems. Mr McPherson was succeeded by
Kenneth Packman who was supported by his wife Dorothy, and who gave all his energies to
the task until 1957, when he was appointed Society Stewaldvas compelled to hand on
Superintendancy to Jack Thorp.
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Throughout this period, the Coldfall Branch continued under the efficient supervision of
Phyllis Margetts and for very many years Marjory Howe assiduously shared the responsibility
of this BranchSchool. Preparation meetings were held every Friday evenindharsunday
School remained numerically very strong with hundreds attending each Whekclasses
came into worship for the first part but there was little or no recognition of their peesithc

the children going through the full liturgy like everyone else.

Coldfall Branch Sunday School

The Sunday School itself occupied the whole of the adjoining school premises with a number

of classes meeting in the large school hall with otherseksn the numerous rooms
throughout.Phyllis Margetts remained as Sunday School Superintendent for many years;

Winifred Sharman was Superintendent in the 1970s and Mary Smart took over in 1985. It was
under Marybs | eader s hi pantedYoung Chareh (1980ntadkesp Sc ho ol
it in line with contemporary thinking. Mary handed over the Superintendancy to Kathryn

Schofield in, who in turn handed over to Nicola Jones, the present Superintendent.

In the 1950s (very much like today) it wamatterof great concern that so many children left
Sunday School upon reachiadolescence. Incidentally, Sunday School at the time was held

in the afternoon, as was traditional in many churches. From 1956, the Coldfall Branch had to
limit its activities to Beginers and Primary Departments and in 1958, initially as an
experiment, it decided to hold Sunday School in the morning, instead of in thafteand

to bring the children into the Church Service for the first fifteen minutes, thus enabling them

to shae in the corporate act of worship. The experiment was very successful and the practice
has been continued ever since. From 1990, children have been present at the start of services
(with the exception of communion and other special services when theyircattfe end).

In 1959, the Diamond Jubilee of the church, a
missionary in Madras, IndidRev Stuart Luckcockgonducted the Anniversary Services on

Sunday31* May. Two members of the Sunday School staff famcher missionaries in China

working with Sunday School at the time: Louie Tucker (Wenchow) and Mrs Norah Moreton

(Hong Kong). Muswell Hill had always been strongly Overseas Missions minded, and it is

recorded that two former Sunday School scolars procetedine Mission Field, Rev Thomas

Baird (Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia), and Missy M Scott,(Dharapuram, South India).
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Other Groups

Over the years, various groups have flourished, often being replaced by others with different

names. The Senior Depaént, once zealously led by Arthur G Castle, was followed by the

Young Peopl eds Circl e uldetowhigleDasid Rowneraands | ey . Th
Mr and Mrs Bertram Brent gave smuch time and enthusiasm with the assistance
subsequently of Charlesddn,in turn gave place to a vigorous Youth Fellowship, whicis

for atime underthe leadership of Robert Holdaway and June Lansley; it met on Sunday and

Tuesday nights under the guidance of Mr and Mrs James Hodgson. The Twenty Plus Club

(for young aduk) met on Sunday nights from its formation in 1949 until it was superceded by

the O0After Eights Clubd in 1979. O6After Eights

The Men's Fellowship, which seemed to be flourishing at the beginning of the 1950s, faded

out shortly afterwards for no apparent reason. There was nothing quite to take its place until

in 1956 Rev Fletcher Fleet revived the Class Meetings. In 1960, there were five classes, most

of which met once a month i n piamoQedassionally,homes f
united fellowship classes were also held. Housegroups are still part of church activity today.

The Wivesd Club, under the | eadership of Mr s
1950s. In addition to their ordinary meetings ormate Wednesdays, there was a monthly

Di scussion Group. Al t hough they disclaimed t he
records, they seemed as youthful and attractive as ever! There was also a very popular section

of the Wi vesd llub bnd Créche), which met ©rd Ehyrsday afternoons

under the leadership of Mrs G Alley, with Mrs H W Thorp as Secretary.

The Institute

It will be of more than passing interest to record the history of the Institute. About the time of
the First World Warthe Senior Department of the Sunday School was called the Institute,
and met in the Church Parlour every Sunday afternoon. When North Bank was opened in
October 1932, the Institute transferred to the Oak Room. It was from this Sunday afternoon
Institutethat the earlier Monday evening Institute started in October 1919, just after the young
fellows were returning from the First World War. The Institute, under the virile leadership of
Guy Chester (who was Secretary since its inception) maintained a niestad extremely
interesting fellowship. Many distinguished speakers visited North Bank and imparted much
information and food for thought, while others entertained the members in lighter ways.
During the 1950s, each Monday evening during the winter rpatlstrong crossection of

the church met and many new friendships were formed At times, over 100 people attended
the Institute. Altogether, the Institute was a source of strength to the church and it always
responded when called upon by the LeaderstiMgéo undertake special responsibilities, as

in the case of the International Fair in 1954, when the Institute stall made an important
contribution to the final result. Programmes included the annual meetings and appeals on
behalf of Overseas, Home andridon Missions, which greatly helped to sustain interest in
these important departments of the Methodist Connexion. Each year, too, the Institute Carol
Party toured the neighbourhood and collected for The Methodist Homes for the Aged, and
The National Chidren's Home, and it helped the League of Service Annual Autumn Sale with
a stall on behalf of the East End Mission. Also, each March, it held a most successful
Missionary Supper, which substantially increased the Church contribution to its Overseas
Mission effort. Guy Chester was actively supported by Leslie and Jean Lee. We, also, are not
unmindful of the magnificent help given by the industrious members of the North Bank
Working Committee in maintaining the beautiful North Bank house.
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Scouts and Guide s

During the 1950s, the Guides prospered under the leadership of UrsulcbRattend her
colleagues, to the extent that there were two Guide Companies and two Brownie Packs, the 4
and %" Muswell Hill, as well as a Sea Ranger Crew. At the time, tifls,(Helen Clemens

and Susan Jacka achieved the coveted distinction of becoming Queen's Guide%. The 7
Muswell Hill Scout Group suffered many changes of leadership. In 1951, Patrick Rattenbury
left the district and was succeeded as Group Scoutmasteetnyekh August. Three years

later Mr August was sent abroad by his firm and Mr Ronald Spurgeon took over the
responsibility for the Group at short notice. He, in turn, left London and Alan August,
Kennet hds brother, t ook tiesyteerGrotupmheditgowowglin | n spi
the District, and one of the boys (John Morrell) succeeded in becoming a Queen's Scout in
1956.

The Guild of Helpers

In 1958, the Guild of Helpers was formed. There has always been a nucleus of devoted
workers who cold be relied on to help decorate the vestries or carry out other odd jobs,
however tedious; the practical work unobtrusively and efficiently done by Fred Flight and his
colleagues is lovingly remembered. The idea was to invite church members and adberents
offer their services in some specific manner. It was a real inspiration to see members of the
Guild tidying the gardens, painting and undertaking many other practical (and sometimes
menial) jobs to the glory of God. Others, in sympathy with the objfatteoGuild but unable

to take active part in the work, assisted and encouraged with generous financial gifts. The
spirit of the Guild of Helpers was aptly expr
continued faithfully for over 20 years until or®2May 1982 the pews were dusted and
carpets swept for the last time in preparation for the final service in the church.

In 1957, it is recorded that Connie Fostehno, with meticulous care, looked after the Church
Membership Roll for nearly thirty yesrretired from the position of Registrar.

Muswell Methodist Church in Colney Hatch Lane
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Ministerial Exchanges

Muswell Hill has seen many exchanges between our ministers and distinguished American
Methodist ministers. The first seemed to take placE947, when Rev Theodore C Mayer of
Warren, Ohio came to Muswell Hill. In 1949, Rev Stanley Leyland exchanged pastorates with
Dr Gaston Foote of Dayton, Ohio. In 1951, Dr G Dempster Yinger of Albion, Michigan,
came for a month with his wife and their gater Yvonne. They evidently liked us, because
they visited Muswell Hill again in July 1957, while on holiday in England! In the summer of
1958 Rev Fletcher Fleet exchanged pulpit and manse with the Rev John B Tate of Augusta,
Georgia. For five weeks he dhis wife, Nettie, accompanied by their friend Mrs J L Harper,
entered heart and soul into the felkhwp and its activities and endeared themselves to all
with their humour, vitality and unaffected friendliness. Apparently, the way John led the
singing from the pulpit was of particular note. During their stay Muswell Hill, Theodore
Mayer visited briefly and he introduced a party of other American ministers and laymen with
whom he was traveling through London on a European pilgrimage of goodwill. Meclhinat
1979, we are told that severaeachers from California came to Muswell Hill, notably Rev
Paul Yinger. Later still, in July and August 1991, John Camp and his wife Joan came to visit
from Massachusetts.

Special Services and Events

There have beea number of special services that stand out in the memory in the years after
the last war, notably the special broadcast service conducted by the Rev Fred W J Cottrell in
July, 1952 and the Coronation Service of 1953, conducted by Dr Dorothy Farrar, who wa
then VicePresident of the Methodist Conference at the time; the visit of the Methodist Radio
Choir from Stuttgart; the Choir Festivals of 1949 and 1956; the various services conducted by
the Rev Edwin W Sangster, Rev W Russell Shearer, Professor Chafleslison, (Vice
President from 1958959) and others well known to Methodism.

Muswell Hill entertained the London Norilvest District Synod in 1951 and again in 1958,

the church feeding some 200 ministers one day and nearly 400 ministers and layne. the
However, the biggest event of that period, both for the amount of the work devoted to it and
for its financial result, was the International Fair of November, 1954. It had been necessary to
combine the annual garden party with a gift day in ordebalance accounts, but on this
occasion it was felt necessary for all sections of the church to make a really special effort in
order to enable urgent repairs to be done. This was a combined operation, culminating in three
happy and fruitful days, the nds of which the church treasurer received the splendid sum of
£2,000, and the fellowship of those who worked together was greatly strengthened. The
occasion was enhanced by the attractive decor work and artistic advice provided by Gwenyth
Clark (later Gwyeth Whitaker).

Another important event in 1954 was the election of Guy Chester asPyésalent of the
Methodist Conference. This is the highest honour that can be bestowed on a layman in
Methodism, and by a happy coincidence the Rev W Russell Shea®mresident of the
Conference at the same time. Clearly, even today, we are indebted to Guy Chester for the
lifetime of devoted service he has so lovingly rendered not only to Methodism generally, but
in particular to our own church in Muswell Hill; weeaindeed fortunate that he was able to

give so much enthusiasm to everything which he supported, in particular the fulfillment of his
cherished ideal in the erection of the new Youth Hostel and Headquarters in Pages Lane. The
life of Guy Chester is outled in a later chapter of this book.
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Worship and Youth Work in the1950s and 1960s

In the 1950s and 1960s, Sunday morning worship was very formal and followed the full

' iturgical Order of Morning Prayer every week
churchd appearance of the building and |l ed to
6Cat hedr al or'thioseM®wirtg aidin tkencdngregation at that time can still recite

the famous words of the |l iturgy: vieWwave have er

foll owed too much the desires and devices of o
About 100 attended morning worship. Sunday Evening services were strong with sometimes

300 attending, but attendances fell away during the 1970s and ilnwthe 1980s that the

congregation fell below 50 for the first time evdnterestingly although the concept of

Welcome Stewards was formally introduced in July 1990, it was a feature of worship-in post

war year s t hat Guy C h ees demtre aiste] pessendlly taking ont r ol |
worshippers to their seatdnother feature of worship at this time was the contribution made

by the very strong choir distinguishable by their blue cassocks.

oL Bl

ALL ARE WELCOME

Y gy

Muswell Methdist Church in Colney Hatch Lane

Youth Work tirived throughout the 1950s and 1960s. A flourishing Youth Club met in North

Bank every Friday night with a sprinkling of youngsters from the church itself but many

being drawn in from the surrounding community. Dances were common in the sixties with,

onme famous occasion, the Band being the 6Rave
name to the O6Kinks?©o, becomi ngThe Yoath @ub wenh e wor | d
on a holiday to Guernsey in 1967. The Youth Club also played its part invlpl@ment of

Folk Music with the main members of one of the greatest folk grogsfairport

Convention meeting at the club. A Young Peoples Circle met every Sunday afternoon for

worship in the Oak Room this was largely youngsters from Church familsesd met for

years under the leadership of Gerald Lansley.
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Changes on the North Bank Estate

On 14" March 1959, the stone laying ceremony took place at Chester House hostel. The
Ohostel &6 was built at thNélay1:960$itopamﬁd. BAPB 284000 and
residents, from 32 districts (plus 12 overseas) had stayed in the hostel; there was by then,

reportedly, a 2 year waiting |list. I nteresting
the years, the concept of a hostel (an acceptabie tterdescribe a home for students and
workers in the 1960s) became know as OHalls of

in late 28" century idiom.

Chester House Halls of Residence

In 1960, Pinner Lodge bec aremainsohudil 197B.ni st er 6 s ma

1964 saw a trip to Canada led by Leslie & Jean Lee and Guy Chester. It was this year that the
Thursday Club was renamed Young Wives Club and, §i\b¥ember 1964, Pauline Webb,
then Vice President, preached at Muswell Hill. Shevigited the pulpit several times since

In 1965, Rev C Cyril Eastwood gave way to Rev
minister. It is reported with some amusement that the notice board outside the church in
August 1965 st atrewdelcame hdre. Next ISundag wenveleomes ouranew
ministero. John Chamberl ayne, possessing an i m
diminutive 5ft 1in), had always taken a keen interest in Scouting; it was therefore fitting that

upon arriving at Miswell Hill, he should accept the appointment of Group Scoutmaster.

In 1966 the Methodist Home (MHA), the Meadow, opened and a year later, at the other end
of the spectrum, a new youth club Circle Youth Club (formed from Youth Fellowship and
YoungPeoplés Circle) was started.

Youth Work in the 1970s

Rev Clifford Hind followed Rev John Chamberlayne as minister in 1972. At the beginning of
Clifford Hi ndds ministry, t here was a televis
Company (the 1% Haringey was formed under the Captaincy of Ken Andrews. One of the

features during the early years of the Company was the parade around local streets after the
monthly family service when the band would wake up any neighbours having a Sunday lie in!
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The 14 Har i ngey was successf ul i n many Boysd Briga
several times in the London District Display at the Albert Hall. An annual display was held,

first in the old Church hall, theRPageslaneSt Andr e
In 1982, following the death of Ken Andrews, John Abson took over the Captaincy and later,
when their-r Church <cl osed, the officers and bo)

Methodist Church joined the Muswell Hill Company. John waseied as Captain by Alan
Connor.

It was during Clifford Hindds ministry that, s
worship on 21 October 1973, in the gardens of North Bank. Rev Clifford Hind was

succeeded by Rev Robert Tyreman in 1977. K atahis time that the manse at Pinner Lodge

in Colney Hatch Lane was replaced by a new manse at 49 Pages Lane, where it remains

today. Interestingly, Pinner Lodge was sold to the famous rock star Rod Stewart for his

parents to live in.

In September 1%, the Broadsheet, the churchos regul
OWel | springé which saw its first issue produc:
Scoul |l er . However, it wasnot unt il May 1985, i

Wellspring was first produced using a word processor. Wellspring is still going strong nearly
30 years later.

the oewsletter of

MUSWELL  HiLL
METHODIST CHURCH

First Edition of the Wellspring Church magazine

The late 1970s saw a number of developments in the work with and for young people. In

1978, theShell group (for 1114 year olds) started and the Sunday Discussion Group (for 13

18 year olds) regrouped. After many years of the 20+ group, 1979 saw the emergence of the
O0After Ei ght Cl ubéd; this group was earlgt up to
twenties, but in fact it only lasted one year beforemerging again in 1983 for five years as

O0After Eightsd with a core membership of some
editor of this book).
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Old Church Demolished and Plans for the Future

The 1980s saw probably the biggest changes in the history of Methodism in Muswell Hill.
Ominously, the decade started with Chester House Hostel requesting for money to replace

their roof at a cost of £70,000. However, it was the church itselfis@sto uncover far more

serious building problems. Following an exploratory survey in 1980, it was announced that up

to A60, 000 was needed to renovate the church,
that the problem was far worse and that tHigcdit decision to pull down the church building

itself needed to be taken. Meanwhile, the Meadow underwent an extension at a cost of
£80,000,

In the middle of all the building concerns, the church did not forget its spiritual and
community obligationsrad in September 1980 a survey was undertaken concerning the state

of churchdés activities and mission as well as
were received from church members. Two new ventures started at this time, when in February

1981, the Wednesday Club commenced, whil st i n

Housed met after evening services. Sunday Schi

groups including Star tuedr.s,P aSuenndtasy a@ddnSyT, o dadhlieprss
October 1983. A new Youth Club also started ofi @dtober 1985.

H
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Making Music with the Youth Group |n 1983
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The church held many meetings to decide what to do regarding new premises, but in the end
it was decided not to rebuilt the church dwe tColney Hatch Lane site but to build a new
church adjoining North Bankself. The Planning committee of Haringey Council saw a
model of the new church at its meeting ofi March 1982 and approved the plans.
Christopher Lelliott of Daniel & Lellit in Maidenhead was appointed as architect.
Meanwhile, the sale of the old site stuttered for a while as Haringey Council rejected the
initial plans for residential housing on the site. However, new plans were finally approved
(Caroline Lodge now standsi dhe site) and the land was sold to property developers'dn 20
January 1982. The church was allowed to carry on using the premises for a period of 6
months, but finally, on 30May 1982, the last service in the old church was held. Services
duingMaylmd f ocussed on O0Thanksgivingd and were | e
including Rev Stanley Leyland, Rev Douglas Hubery, Rev Clifford Hind, Rev Douglas
Brown and of course the then minister, Rev Bob Tyerman.
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On 6" June, 1982 services started t® leld at St Andrews Church of England Church in

Alexandra Park Road at 11.15am and 6.30pm. A month later Bob Tyerman handed over the
mini sterial reins of Muswel | Hi | | to Rev Hugh
Wellspring included these words:

nDear Friends

Our month of Thanksgiving Services are completed and the building which has housed
Christian worshippers for 80 years will no longer resound with Methodist fervour. On the
final Sunday there was a deep sadness expressed with chasieryeid dignity, as befitted

the building itself. There was vigour and radiance, emerging particularly in the singing that
overarched the sombreness of the occasion with a rainbow of hope and faith and Christian
joy. | felt a glow of admiration for thosédd-long members who, like the building, concealed
from all but the close observer, the signs of strain and stressfulness they were experiencing.
However, the sense of Pilgrimage was born within us as we remembered the significance of
Whit Sunday and undé¢he leading of that same Spirit who created the Church, we were led
out to face the next stage of Methodist history in Muswell Hill. | have no doubt that that
history will be imaginative, exciting and an authentic expression of the same Holy Spirit
whosec omi ng we cel ebrated. 0o

Building of a New Church

After 2 years of using St Andrews, the Methodists returned to their own premises for worship.
On Oct " 1984, morning services began to be held in the Garden Room in North Bank and
started at the earliemte of 10.45am. The time of Morning Services would only return to
11am when worship commenced in the new church in March 1985.

Although the cost of building the new church was financed mainly from the sale of the old
site, the church itself needed to mifunds to cover the difference. Amongst the major
fundraising events were a concert by Maddy Prior dhRdb 1981 and a concert by Nigel
Ogdon of BBC6s O6The Organist Entertainsdé f ame.
even a mile (and a bit) gennies i nsti gated byiraide@dE7Hoysod Brigade

Chapel in Pages Lane Church
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In 1982, a fundraising target of £50,000 was set. By May 1983, when costs had risen, the
target was raised to £70,000. By December that year, it had risen agab,@0CESt is a

credit to the church membership that they rose to the financial challenge and over the next
two years fundraising increased accordingly.

By February 1984, £32,377 had been raised,

By April 1984, £37,993 had been raised,

By August 1984, £5@33 had been raised,

By February 1985, £60,425 had been raised,

By June 1985, £65,785 had been raised,

By August 1985, £73,314 had been raised,

By September 1985, £75,707 had been raised.

The full amount was raised soon after this.

The cost for the worltotalled £321,000 of which £85,000 was found locally, £26,000 from
the Circuit Advance fund, £280,000 from the sale of the church and £30,000 from grants.

Rev Hugh Bone, who had arrived in September, 1982 with his wife Eileen, is quoted as

s ayi ng ndvér befom been a minister of church without a church. It made me realise

t hat the Church i s Opeopl ed rather than Obui
appointment as Methodist Chaplain at Holloway Prison.

New Home in Pages Lane

When plans forie new church were established, it was agreed to transfer the stained glass,
the carpets, the war memorial plaques and the font to the new church. In addition, the original
organ was to be #euild and rehoused in the new church. Building work was supgdse

start in November 1983, but in fact by October of that year a new timetable was established.
Following the submission of 8 tenders, The Try Construction Group from Uxbridge were
selected to build the new church. This decision was agreed at the Cuauchil meeting of

2" March, 1984 and in April 1984, work to build a new Methodist Church in Muswell Hill.
The garden party that year was notable because it was opened by Lord Soper, who famously
declared that the children in fancy dress were so gooaf dflem should receive a prize;

sadly the committee had only arranged for 2 children to receive a prize!"Gil211984, a
stonelaying ceremony took place (presided over by George Thomas, Viscount Tonypandy,
former Vice President of the Methodist Gerence and Speaker of the House of Commons)
and the new building was finally opened, again by Viscount Tonypandy, "8 1985,
although the first service to take place in the church actually occurred a few months earlier on
31°*March. One of the fst services in the new church, in June, featured the production of the
OFl amedéd a drama by Edmund Banyard about Pentec

Opening of the Pages Lane Church by George Thomas, Viscount Tonypandy (June 1985)
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The rebuilding of the organ took another ygarcomplete, but this was finally dedicated in
June 1986 having been carefully restored by the organ maker Brian Bunting. Incidentally, it is
reported that the first music heard on thébuéit organ was heard by a select few off' 13

May. The organ now caists of 2 manuals and a reduced number of stops, but many of the
pipes survived the move to the new church and are installed in their special place on the south
side of the church. Artificial, silvered pipes hide the real pipes, but the organ console sits
proudly at the front of the church where it can be seen to take an active part in worship. In
December 1986, Catherine Simms was appointed as the first organist in the new church, and
over 20 years later she is still in post.

The Renovated Organ Inded in the Pages Lane Church

Whil st the new church was being built, one of
Road finally closed on 15June 1984. Pembroke Road church had been open only 30 years.

I f Rev Bob Tyer mano6surrcol ef oma sd e noo Ipirteipoarr,e itth ew ac:
role to prepare the church for renewal. It is therefore with sadness that in early January 1985,
Hughoés wife, Eil een, di ed of cancer . |t i s am
work of reconstruction (pysical and spiritual) amidst such difficult personal circumstances.

On 16" February 1986, the BBC arrived to record the Morning Service. The service was led
by Rev David Winwood, MAYC Secretary; David was ably assisted by the MAYC orchestra
and choir. e service was broadcast on BBC Radio 4 a week later'bRet8uary. Another
feature of worship was the purchase of new Bibles for the church in AprilT1888se are

still in use today.

The Clutterbuck Ministry

The work of reconstruction complete,\Rdugh Bone gave way to a new ministerial team in
September 1987, with the occurrence of a two
for the first time in the ¢ hiuwithc Sishes Didmé st or y
Clutterbucki the first fenale minister at Muswell Hill. The shared ministry enabled Rev

Clutterbuck to continue his studying for his doctorate whilst ensuring that the full pastoral

activities (including chaplaincies at the Meadow and the newly opened Paddock) continued.

In 1987, & the Meadow celebrated itsSleirthday, the Paddock, a neMethodist Homes

sheltered housing scheme opened on the North Bank &siteaddock consisted of twenty

six self catering flats for up to thidgne people.
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The Clutterbucks oversaw a numbérchanges in the spiritual and practical life at Muswell

Hill. In September 1987, the Prayer and Coffee group met for first time. In December 1988,

the first church computer was purchased which greatly facilitated the production of
Wellspring, weekly noties, Orders of Services for special services as well as a number of

other miscellaneous leaflets. Sharing time (an opportunity for the congregation to share
requests for prayer openly) was first formally introduced as a regular part of Morning
Worship. Oneof the most symbolic events took place at this time, with the installation and
dedication of the wooden cross that hangs from the church ceiling. The idea of having a
horizontal piece slotting through the upright piece was first conceived at a Stewatiig mee

in 1988 and the cross was built and dedicated in 1989. Almost magically, it was only when

the cross was in place that it became apparent that the spotlights illuminating the cross created

two shadows (one light and the other darker) either side ah#ire wooden crossit was as

though Jesusd cross hung between that of t he
crosses was so striking, t hat this became par
front page of this book. It was also in 1988at children were encouraged to come to the

table during communion arattively take part in the receipt of the sacrament.
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The 6Three Crossesbo

However, one of the biggest events of 1989, was the opening,"oA®B of the Family

Access Centre taer t o be know as O6Contactd). The cent
provides a safe, neutral and friendly environment where children from broken partnerships

can meet and spend time with the parent they do not live with. The venture was established in
conjunction with the local council and relevant legal groups with Diane Clutterbuck, Pearl

Luxon, Ann Fackrell, Mary Smart and also Jean Smith being instrumental in getting the

centre off the ground. Today, the centre is managed by Shirley Abrey, whly &saisted by

a number of dedicated volunteers. By 1998, 56 families and 68 children had been helped.

In 1989, following the departure of Rev Baden Pearce from the Highgate circuit, Rev
Clutterbuck became Superintendent, and in 1991 Sister Diane iglirdquher ministerial
responsibilities to concentrate on training and education activities. Rev Clutterbuck remained
as the sole minister at Muswell Hill for the next four years.

The most notable events in 1991 were the proceedings held to celebratatémay of the
foundation of the Methodi st community at Mu s w
Centenary of Muswell Hi | | "Ney whendispetial Ramily r ch 6 t o
Service was held at 12 noon; this was followed by an afternbaelebration attended by

local dignitaries with guest speaker once again Viscount Tonypandy. The Centenary Garden

Party was held on f5June and a Festal Communion Service was held the next day"on 16
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Junei the preacher was Rev Garth Rogers, ChairnigheoDistrict; the service also heard,

for t he first ti me, an anthem &The Lord i s
commissioned for the occasion, composed by Saralgd®s, who later was to become the
churchdés Musi cal Director.

Towardstheendof&v Cl utter buckos ministry at Muswel |l
see changes. In October 1993, the circuit lost Manor Drive, which moved into the Barnet

circuit. The Highgate circuit was left with just Holly Park, Middle Lane and, of course,

Muswel Hill 1 the Circuit Preaching Plan looked as sparse as it had ever been! However, this

was in preparation for a new circuit, which was to be formed in 1995, taking in churches from
surrounding circuits. When Rev Clutterbuck departed in 1995, he wasntestoserving

minister in the history of Muswell Hill Methodist Church, having been our minister for 8

year s. However, this 6érecordd was to be broken
namely Rev David Mullins, who stayed with us for the nEXtyears until 2007 when he

moved to take up a new ministry in Bislisstortford.

The Mullins Ministry

So, 1995 was the dawn of a new era. Muswell Hill had a
minister and also was part of a new circuit, aptly named the
River Circuit, after theriver which flows through the circuit an
close to many of the churches. For the first time, Muswell
resided in the London North East District rather than the Lor
North West District. The circuit, which still has the sal
constitution today (albeihow sitting in the London District whicl
came into being in 2006), consists of nine churches ranging
Trinity-atBowes (Palmers Green) in the north to Finsbury Par
the south and Muswell Hill in the west to St Marks (Tottenham
the east. The auit crosses several local authority boundaries.
David Mullins eventually became Superintendent of the New k
Circuit in 2002; this role is passed onto Rev Andy Dart in 2007.

One of the first changes made under David Mullins ministry we
introduce a monthly Alternative Worship service; this was

brainchild of Rev Peter Bar b
Secretary. The first of these services was held at 8pni' @ctbber
1995 and they continued untif' April 2001; a particular feate of
these services, which attracted people from various ages, was t
of different media to stimulate worship. David also oversaw
altering the starting time of the morning service. Whilst service ti
had varied during the move from Colney Hal@ne to Pages Lane
the permanent service time had always remained at 11am. Ffc
December 1995, the time of morning services at Muswell

moved to 10.30am (the decision having been taken at the Al
Church Meeting in Mayministdyur i n ¢

Services were enhanced in May 2001 with the gift, from Ja
Argent, of a projector and screen, donated in memory of her hus
Chris. Another change, that was necessitated by falling numbers
the replacement of the 6.30pm Sunday EveSagrices with a hal
hour Evening Prayer service at 6fpnthis change took place off“2
September 2001 and was partly due to the commencement of ¢
study course on Sunday evenings called Disciple, which start
the same time. The church had comrag way since the 1960
when evening congregations often numbered several hundred.

North Window at Pages Lane
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Refurbishment of North Bank

The North Bank Centre (later the Guy Chester Centre) started to operate in 1997 and in
tandem with this initiative, the church wanted teestablish its own community work, using
North Bank as a community centre. In the early 2000s, discussions took place regarding the
use of North BankThe house itself was well overdue for refunoient and indeed had
become rather shabby. However, a programme of refurbishment would enable the building to
make a fresh start buildingise and communityvise. This was seen as an opportunity to
undertake a major overhaul of the buildingridening coridors for disabled access, installing

a lift, bringing the attic floor into proper use and generally upgrading the building to meet the
challenges of the 2century.

The Spirit Level campaign was launched in the autumn of 2002 with a view to raising
£498,200 to renovate North Bank. The Spirit Level campaign was concerned with three
aspects of effort: people, resources and redevelopment and in addition to finding project
funding, it also concentrated on establishing community activities. The moneysdetir

fund the project increased alarmingly, both before and during the building works, to reach a
figure of nearer £1,250,000. The reasons for this are described in the section on the history of
North Bank but the impact on the church was enornfoersause extra financing was required
urgently. Some of this came in increased giving, a generous award from a number of trusts
(including £200,000 from the Big Lottery Fund) and extending loan facilities. Amongst our
own fundraising efforts were:

o the wondeful Flower Festival from May " to 5" 2002 which was opened by Angela

Rippon;
e a Son et Lumiére presentation front"28 31 August 2002, telling the story of Muswell
Hi |l | (6Kenwood6 style) in sound and light, wi

e a Salsa Evening, coffee mornings, candle sales, a sponsored walk of circuit churches,
barbeques and cream tea events as well as a number of other activities over the period
from 20022007.

. oy \
The Opening of the Flower Festival by Angela Rippon (May 2002)
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With regard to Community activity, a Community Worker, Joshua Alamu, was appointed on
a parttime basis in June 200Fhree new community activities started in early 208&by

Talk, meeting on a Tuesday and aimed at parents and carers with babies apotdHsold,

Bright Sparks for 3 to 4 year olds and their carers (activities soon to be incorporated into
Toddlers) and the Vintage Club, a fortnightly meeting for aatneded older peopleAfter

a year in this post, Joshua left to develop his musaraler, so the role of Community worker

was undertaken on a voluntary basis by Gill Simpson for the time leading up to and during the
refurbishment. As a new era approaches, we hope to appoint -im@arCommunity
Development Worker later in 2007 to worktlvthe church in researching and resourcing
new possibilities, using North Bank to its full potential

-—

Muswell HiIIMethodist Church in Pages Lae

North Bank is due to repen in September 2007 and will continue to be integral to the work

of the Methdlist society in Muswell Hill. As Rev David Mullins moves onto pastures new in

August 2007, we welcome our new minister Rev Andrew Shepherd Dart, or rather Andy Dart

as he wild]l be known. This is the begingning of
with it, a new opportunity to service God and His people in the Muswell Hill area.

North Bankand Pages Lane Church from Gardens
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Ministers of Muswell Hill Methodist Church from 1894 to 2007

RevJ LeonardPosnett 18947 1899
Rev F Woodmass 18997 1902
Rev Ernest Green 190271 1905
Rev Frank Fox 190571 1908
Rev J Cartwright Adlard 19081 1911
Rev F W Beaumont 19117 1914
Rev JC Adlardagain) 191471 1918
Rev T Seaton Davies 191971 1920
Rev F Colwyn Vale 19201 1921
Rev HS Seekings 19217 1924
Rev R Newton Flew 192471 1927
Rev Colin Roberts 19277 1933
Rev W Russell Shearer 1933i 1939
Rev John Crowlesmith 193971 1945
Rev A Stanley Leyland 194571 1951
Rev Fred Caottrell 19517 1955
Rev Wilfred Fletcher Fleet 195571 1962
Rev C Cyril Eastwood 19621 1965
Rev John Chamberlayne 196571 1972
Rev Clifford Hind 19721 1977
Rev Robert Tyreman 19771 1982
Rev Hugh Temple Bone 19821 1987

Rev Richard Cluerbuck and Sister Diane Clutterbuck 19871 1991

Rev Richard Clutterbuck (continued) 199171 1995
Rev David Mullins 19951 2007
Rev Andrew ShepherDart 20077
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Ministers of Muswell Hill Methodist Church from 1894 to 2007
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